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ment could not have existed without the previous one as its
basis. Sir Sayyid, never aggressive except to attack corrupt
tradition and misunderstandings, had written in his life of
the Prophet an account of what Muhammad was not. Amir
'all presented what he was. Sir Sayyid had maintained that
Islam was not inimical to liberal prpgress. Amir 4all present-
ed an Islam that is that progress.
Both works were published in England, and had a
Western audience to some extent in view. Sir Sayyid's
object was to prove to that audience that Islam is a respect-
able religion and should not -be disdained and attacked.
Amir 4ali is more ambitious, more confident: he hopes to
attract Western seekers to Islam.* He goes further, to state
that Islam is already making headway in the West, in the
form of Unitarianism and Theism, which are Islam without
its discipline. The discipline is needed for "the common
folk", for whom preaching by itself is not enough. "It is
probable, however, that should the creed of the Arabian
Prophet receive acceptance among the EuropeanT com-
munities, much of the rigid formalism which has been
imparted to it by the lawyers of Central Asia and Irak will
have to be abandoned1'3. ^
But this is in passing. ^The book "is primarily intended
for the Indian Moslems11*. It gives them, first, a Prophet of
whom they may well be proud, and on whom they can count
as an infallible friend. Sir Sayyid had already begun an
emphasis on Muhammad, which was not found, of course,
in the medieval literature that stressed his supernatural
achievements and his prophetic function. But this new
emphasis was slight in Sir Sayyid, and was hardly followed
up. In the new movement it becomes almost central. There
is intense interest in and devotion to Muhammad as a
mundane, human, being, but of perfect character. Amir *ali
presents him as all sweetness and light. There are long dis-
courses on "the sweetness of disposition, the nobility of
character "* ; on "his singular elevation of mind, his extreme
delicacy and refinement of feeling, his purity and truth116.
His humility,is stressed, his care for the highest and lowest